2/6/2018

enerG - January-February 2018
I, —_

g TS

renewable energy forits U.S.
to the recent completion
near its plan

. b Bk

Cosmetics company L'Creal has now achieved 100 percent
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manufacturing plonts, thanks
of a 1.2-MW solar project
tin Arkansas.

By Paul

beouty. being ons of the top cosmetics componias in
the ward. And ampiayess working of the campany's
rmonufoctsing plant in Afkonsos can now see someining
beoutiful in renewaoble energy: a 1.2:MW solar amay ight
nexi o the plant,

with anather salar power facilty o1 @ compony plan:
irn Rentuzky, L'Craol has now achigved 100 goroent re-
necvable energy for iis IS, manufactuing.

The company has been o longime leader in solar
eneigy, having been named cne of the top 25 compo-
higs for LLS. solat copacity by te Solar Energy Indusity
sssocialion (SEIA),

The solor project in North Litle Rock, Arkansas, wos
develapad by Sceric Hil Sokar Blue Qgk Enaray, awnely
cwred subsidiory of Corenal Energy, was the EPC on the
project, i has 4.000 So'a:Warld solar ponels mounted on
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NEXTracker single-auis trackng systems on eigh aeeos of
iond adjocent ia the L'Creal plant. At 1.2 MW, il 75 the
forgesl commercial solor project in Atkansas and the
stale's foudh-Jagest solar project.

Loppe Smith, fenior manager of Ristibuted Gengra-
fion for MEXTiocked, siaid the [0l project in Arkarsos
was exciting for the company as it marked the firsh appi-
cotion of its Gen 2 self powered controller system [SPC)
on jts trackems. Mow complately self-contained, the Gen
2 57C con wilhstond exkrems temperatures,

“And it weard without @ Pibeh, soys 3rmh, "Wo were
very axcites to got it ups and fuesing, We bad pul o lot
of tme and cffort inte developing this next genetaiinn
of contra’lers. It ot come together very guickly and very
well.”

MEATracker worked very closely with Blue Cok Frergy
ae: the preject, in defining o laydown areo and working
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with them or procecures, “We wanted to establish best
practices on mow to loy things oul to buiid the L' Qreo? proj
et in the most eficient manres” expiained Smith,

Seavity saried ol from NEXTrOcker's perspecive, o key lo
ta successhul preject is plarenioeg.

"Advonced planning is afways the biggest oort of o
project’s success.” he said, "We gel invoived at a very
early sloge with prejects and custemears, wsualy three of
four monilg in cdvonce during the design phase, Once
fhe project is ready to go. ant the comrponenis ara on
oiger, we'l do & bitof a kick-cff with ciients, geing througn
*he praject from star to ficish and identifying any areas of
£oncen thot need o be addressed.”

Bath NEXTrocker and Blue Oak Erargy have planty
of expenence in soky projecls. NEXTracker hos cornplot-
ad, o & working an, ¢ lorge numbe? of projects renging
In sze from 0.5 MW up to lorge wifity-scale projects. The
company has sterted supphing ts advenced single-axs
rackers to the largest soior pawer plant in the Western
Reirigphere, o grid-connecied proect of gver 780 mega-
wodls that will defver grevgy 1o narthern Mexico under a
leng-lerm confract.

Bue Oak bfngs more than a decade of eXperience
and on extensive porfolio of 1,00D-plus MW of operation.
al solor focilittes, i*s prajects spen tne Amearicgs. and the
company Pas workes wilh utilily comtnies ang parimit-
ing ogencies in 43 ttoabes.

Marx Brll, project manager on the L' Oreak solor project
for Blue Cak Energy, seid *hot they talked diractly with ihe
CEQ of Scenic Hill Solar, Bl Holter, gbaut the project ord
put iogeihet o propesal 1o g the EPC wark,
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MORE CHOICES,
MORE VALUE.

WHAT’S IN YOUR
LAMINATOR?

Let Smartech help you find the
best diaphragm for your laminator:

» Seamiegs widths up tn 3500mm |
* Thrae different durometers + Steinbach’s |

EVA-resiatant Lamibran® [
* Textured or smogth surfaces

Lowsr your production costs by
choosing quality Stainbach materials.

N —®

SmartechOnline.com
704 362 1822
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"We were o prefly good it for
he L'Oredl projest.” he soys. “Po)-
gk of 1 to & MW ore dght In our
wheghouse.”

Bl added that Blue Oaok Ensrgy
has litesally done gigowatts of solor
projec! designs ond tokes odde in
tckling some af the rmast compi-
cofed and culting edge salar ol
ect designs in fhe US.

Narmally, he exploired, ey
waild be invohved in ony front-end
prep or civil work an @ projec! such
£25 {iver L' Orercal Arkansas saler exray.

"But it really wos on ideal project
site- in thiat it wos a-rolotively gt extra
parcel of lond that L"'Oreal hoad—be-
tore the project. it wos being haved
by o local farmer, It really dic ro!
need much site prep af al, just set-
ing upb o construction entrance and
a stoging areg,”

The ste ond the foctory ore on the
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the souln sice cf I-40, necr ¢ majer
exit, The constuction enfronce wos
set up off the fromtage roed leoding
153 the highway, “§a avery!hing was
well suited for doliverios,” said Bt

In addition te the REXTracker
system, ancther highlight of the proj-
ect wos it rorked e fist use of g
1300-voll string inverter in Bie 155,
adeed Bl Huowel supplied the
1500-voit sting invartor,

“The nigher voitcge wos some-
thing we found ond took to Sceric
Hit ong do L'Orel,” he siid, Bolh
wite quick to e 1o e now sys-
tern, ence Blua Dak Energy outlined
the benofts.

"One of the things we sieassed
o them is that this is something they
could be aroud of being involved
with, that fhis fechnaagy & helping
to mowe fhe industey forwors ™ Rath-
er than using fechnelogy cnd com-
panents that might leave the project
dated in a few years, they are using

Emplaying advanced plavming, amd with 4 best
Pritetices constractian glox én place, the L'Creal
projectsoas conpleted quickly, Wadk o #9-day
fomstruction schedule, they arted the projue in
mid-January and completed it in cardy-March.

more cutling edge equipment that
keeps the project oheod lechnoko-
Gy-wise, he §ays.

A noded, part of wiic dighinguish-
es Bue Ock Engray i thot i wiorks an
the mote chollenging projects. "we
don' just follow the pack.' exploined
rill. "The industy needs fo keep in-
nowesting o sloy relavant, ond we
oo thot of the time, 1 thing mowing to
the 1500-volt sifng invarter is & good
exampie of thof, and something
thot we were cble to biing fo the
fafvri-tvl

That apmeoach has beern encotl-
aged ond supparted since Coronal
Energy's inific) investment in Blue Ook
Energy in 2015. The acquisition fed 1o
Hwe Gok Energy expanding services,
anvbling custarners ta achiove thei
enpwabie energy gogs.

With advonced plannieg, and
a bes! praclices construction plan
in ploce, the L'Crect preject wos
campleted quickly—wilh o 49-day
construclion schedula, they started
in migd-fenuary and compleied the
preject in early. March.

"By Gl meirics. the project was a
suecass.” says Briv,

Aggistimg: Blug Oak Emergy werd
fwe ragiconl confroctors, B & K
Eeclrica! Conkactors of Bryont,
Arkcnsas, and  Sunshine Solor of
Marietia, (zeargic.

ENERGY.Z
STORAGE

Z8TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE & EXPO

April 18-20, 2018

Hynes Convention Center | Boston, MA

Energy storage is Proven

y for Business and the 28th

Annual Energy Storage Association Conference and Expo
(#ESACon18) is where that business happens. See what the
buzz is all about at the most influential event in the industry!

Save 10% with code

www.energystorage.org/readyforbusine
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One enongs cn tre project fram
ihe criging? specs involved {he steel
posts supperting the focking system.
Geotech work reveoled o subsur-
foce cloy secm tho! required iengin-
ening the $eel posis by dx fet Az g
rasult, exterior posts ware 20 faal and
interdcr posts wene 18 faet.

The biggest chcllenge o the groj-
ech. though, wos weother "} roined
ewly—angd tfreguenty,” Bl reports,
“Basically, it was a gross Jeld wilh o
cloy base. Driving on the gross once
wias OK, diiving twice was sort of CF,
But driving Inree fimes, well, the gross
wenlgway, and il turnedinie oreaty
large g pir"

1he sile boirg fol wes helpiyl in
forms of consiruckion, bul less heip:
fulin terms of water drainage—espe-
ciclly when il was 1o0iring every sec-
ond day. "Thare really was nowhare
fear the: raiinwistar ta go." says Ball.

giue Dok Energy empioyed a few
lechnigues meeling environmental
reguiraments o deol with the wer
condifions, including bidlding roods
with: tisiber lags. mhing dawn slraw,
smzathing oul muds end, In cerain
spofs, puiting down gravel.

"I thirk tha iessan learned is thot
when yoy ofe working ir this part of
she country, and you'te warking in
winter, il's good to plan akwadd for
more grovel rood,"

7l soid the copperotion and in-
put Bue Qok Erergy received from
L"Creal ard Bl Halter of Scenic Kill
Solor was instryrnentalin the success.
fut consiniction of the solar prored.
“l can't say enough abouwt thei sup-
por" he odded, "Both were com-
pletely invested in this project. The
L'Qraal people, ames] on o doby
besis, want ot of theit way o make
ihis project o success.”

The project's developer, Scenic
Hill olor, oy be relativaly new o the
solor industry, boving been $21 up in
2015, but if trings plenty of macage-
men! helt, Bl Haller CEO of Soenic
Hill Solar, hos led busness ond gow-
ernmernt organizolions in Arkarsas
ond Washington, DC. having sorwed
s leutendrt govemor of Arkansas,
chief aparating officer of the Social
Secuity Admenistrafion, in the wnile
House Budget Office, as o frustee of
Sionford University, ond on the boord
of dieetors of 12 technaiogy com-
pomes (fve of which wene public
companits with g market capitaliza-
han of over $20 billion).

Helter noted thot seme pons of
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the project chicnged ag it pacead-
ed, but added that Scenic 47 Soar s
flexible to deal with sech changes.

“Inificzly. the thougnt was Mot
Seeris Hil was going 1o own e so-
far project and previde power under
a long-term confroct. Bul U Creal be-
came more intesested in owning fne
assets outright, with us bullding # for
them and providing gaoerctions ond
rrainfenance for tham under G ieng-
term eonfreeh—se we just pivated to
mee! thelr needs ™

Halter sgid @ big port of the busi
rads approoch at Scenic Hl is their
focus an the cuslamer, "We are ol
ways ning 1a focus on whot our
clients want and not just one thing.
Soma clenls are more fooused or
the envirgnmendal aspec. some an
energy price slablity, and athers be-
ing on fhe forafront of lechrniagy.

“We Iry to lsten very carefully 1o
what our clenis' overascing goals
and prionties are, and orly then
do we pul togelser the salar paw-
& preject thal 5 roned on thote
obiectves.”

Halter said Scenic Hil took grect
pride in the project ond worked o
involve the Sommurity and the com-

nony’s cmplovess. Scenic Hill mede
chartable contibufions in the nomes
of |'Oreql ermployees to o fotal of 48
dgitterent lpcal chatias in Narth Lifle
Rock.

There wore a fotal of 542 Hbeoms
ariven info e soil fo support the
trackers and solar panels. in a neat
witl, Scenic Hil put the nome of in-
diviguey 1'Dreal employaes on the
Hoeams. Al the oificicl epening, om.
ployes: were posing beside "hei”
beams to get their pictures Faken.

rialter satd he is very proud of the
prigject, and e foct that it leatuas
calling  grige salwr  compengnts,
such as the new NEXTrocker ond
Huowe! equipment, and American-
manutachued solor ponels  from
Soluword,

Il r2glly was o great project—
and ¥ B now gverproducing elec-
ticity, turning out eight percent more
power than it was controcied for

"Ohegrall, we see solor projects
o5 ¢ tiple win—l's o good bugingss
to he in, s good for the customer,
and good lor the environment." And
sober projecis canbe a thing of beau.
ty fer companies such as L'Oreaf,

THERE'S A LOT OF
LiFE IN ONE BATTERY.
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BATTERY EMGINEERING
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ROLUSDAFTERY.COM

YOUR RELIABLE OFF-BRID SOLUTION,
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